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We request that the Rules and Open Government Committee place the following items on the March 4, 2008
City Council Agenda.

1. Rescind Resolution 74127 and all other actions taken by the Council on November 20, 2007 under agenda
item 9.1 “Approval of the designation of a Vietnamese Retail Area.”

2. Adopt a resolution recognizing the Story Road retail area between Senter Road and US 101 as a
Vietnamese retail destination area.

3. Direct staff to prepare a ballot measure for the November election that asks the voters “Shall the Story
Road retail area between Senter Road and US 101 be named Little Saigon?”

4. Reallocate available funding currently budgeted for signage for this area to help cover the cost of the
election and suspend work on the design of banners and signs for the area until a name has been determined.

5. Direct staff to draft a Council policy that outlines a process to officially name areas/districts of the city

that is modeled on the Council policy for changing street names and provides that proposals to name
business districts must come from an organization representing the businesses in the district.

BACKGROUND

We are fortunate to live in a city where diversity plays a central role in our everyday lives. San José’s
cultural districts reflect and celebrate our city's unique demographics and openness to its melting pot of
cultures.

It was in the pursuit of celebrating our diversity that we sought to recognize the contributions of San José’s

Vietnamese community and that we sought the community's input for the name of the proposed Vietnamese
retail area. Our goal was to honor the contributions of Vietnamese entrepreneurs to San José's economy and
recognize the immense importance of the Vietnamese business owners' successful efforts in revitalizing this
stretch of Story Road.






